Etiological Tales: Explanations of why current practices are followed
Genesis 1 & 2:
  Marriage Customs

There have been many differences pointed out between Genesis 1 and 2 by scholars, but the genre of both of them is strikingly the same. Both Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 2:4b start with a preposition phrase, a statement about God creating the universe, and three circumstantial clauses. Then both go on to tell about creation and then end with a statement of explanation. The end statements seem to be the key to the chapters. In Genesis 1 it is a statement about the Sabbath. In Genesis 2 it is a statement about marriage. These two chapters seem to be etiological in nature. They are explaining why certain religious customs are followed. Genesis 1 gives the origin of the Sabbath. It is founded upon the very act of God in creation. Genesis 2 gives the origin of marriage. It is ordained by God from the beginning of creation. Genesis 3 goes on to explain why the woman is subordinate to the man and why she bears children in pain. It also explains why the man must toil for his food. 

. . .

The main purpose of the creation account in Genesis 1 is to explain the origin and importance of the Sabbath. The content and arrangement of this creation account hinges on the Sabbath. Therefore one would expect a seven day cycle. The main purpose of the creation account in Genesis 2 would be to explain the origin and importance of marriage. Therefore one would expect the content and arrangement to center on the man and woman. 

Therefore in ancient literature a lot of creation stories are etiological. There main purpose will determine the content and arrangement of the story. Their basic form is still the same. They start a certain way and end a certain way, but the body of the account differs according to the writer’s main purpose. 

http://www.bibleandscience.com/bible/books/genesis/genesis2.htm

[Genesis 2:21-24] So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib that he had taken from the man. When he brought her to the man, the man said: "This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; This one shall be called 'woman,' for out of 'her man' this one has been taken." 
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them become one body.
[Genesis 11:5-9] The LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men had built.  Then the LORD said: "If now, while they are one people, all speaking the same language, they have started to do this, nothing will later stop them from doing whatever they presume to do.  Let us then go down and there confuse their language, so that one will not understand what another says." Thus the LORD scattered them from there all over the earth, and they stopped building the city.  That is why it was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the speech of all the world. It was from that place that he scattered them all over the earth.
[Genesis 16: 6-14] Abram told Sarai: "Your maid is in your power. Do to her whatever you please." Sarai then abused her so much that Hagar ran away from her. The LORD'S messenger found her by a spring in the wilderness, the spring on the road to Shur,  and he asked, "Hagar, maid of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?" She answered, "I am running away from my mistress, Sarai." But the LORD'S messenger told her: "Go back to your mistress and submit to her abusive treatment.  I will make your descendants so numerous," added the LORD'S messenger, "that they will be too many to count.  Besides," the LORD'S messenger said to her: "You are now pregnant and shall bear a son; you shall name him Ishmael, For the LORD has heard you, God has answered you.   He shall be a wild ass of a man, his hand against everyone, and everyone's hand against him; In opposition to all his kin shall he encamp."  To the LORD who spoke to her she gave a name, saying, "You are the God of Vision"; she meant, "Have I really seen God and remained alive after my vision?"  That is why the well is called Beer-lahai-roi. It is between Kadesh and Bered.
[Genesis 19:19-22] "You have already thought enough of your servant to do me the great kindness of intervening to save my life. But I cannot flee to the hills to keep the disaster from overtaking me, and so I shall die.  Look, this town ahead is near enough to escape to. It's only a small place. Let me flee there--it's a small place, isn't it?--that my life may be saved."  "Well, then," he replied, "I will also grant you the favor you now ask. I will not overthrow the town you speak of.  Hurry, escape there! I cannot do anything until you arrive there." That is why the town is called Zoar.

[Genesis 25:27-30] As the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man who lived in the open; whereas Jacob was a simple man, who kept to his tents.  Isaac preferred Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah preferred Jacob.  Once, when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the open, famished.  He said to Jacob, "Let me gulp down some of that red stuff; I'm starving." (That is why he was called Edom.)

[Genesis 26:32-33] That same day Isaac's servants came and brought him news about the well they had been digging; they told him, "We have reached water!"  He called it Shibah; hence the name of the city, Beer-sheba, to this day.

[Genesis 29:31-35] When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, he made her fruitful, while Rachel remained barren.  Leah conceived and bore a son, and she named him Reuben; for she said, "It means, 'The LORD saw my misery; now my husband will love me.'" She conceived again and bore a son, and said, "It means, 'The LORD heard that I was unloved,' and therefore he has given me this one also"; so she named him Simeon.

Again she conceived and bore a son, and she said, "Now at last my husband will become attached to me, since I have now borne him three sons"; That is why she named him Levi.  Once more she conceived and bore a son, and she said, "This time I will give grateful praise to the LORD"; therefore she named him Judah. Then she stopped bearing children.  
[Genesis 30:5-24] When Bilhah conceived and bore a son, Rachel said, "God has vindicated me; indeed he has heeded my plea and given me a son." Therefore she named him Dan. Rachel's maidservant Bilhah conceived again and bore a second son,

and Rachel said, "I engaged in a fateful struggle with my sister, and I prevailed." So she named him Naphtali. When Leah saw that she had ceased to bear children, she gave her maidservant Zilpah to Jacob as a consort. So Jacob had intercourse with Zilpah, and she conceived and bore a son. Leah then said, "What good luck!" So she named him Gad.

Then Leah's maidservant Zilpah bore a second son to Jacob; and Leah said, "What good fortune!"--meaning, "Women call me fortunate." So she named him Asher. One day, during the wheat harvest, when Reuben was out in the field, he came upon some mandrakes which he brought home to his mother Leah. Rachel asked Leah, "Please let me have some of your son's mandrakes." Leah replied, "Was it not enough for you to take away my husband, that you must now take my son's mandrakes too?" "Very well, then!" Rachel answered. "In exchange for your son's mandrakes, Jacob may lie with you tonight." That evening, when Jacob came home from the fields, Leah went out to meet him. "You are now to come in with me," she told him, "because I have paid for you with my son's mandrakes." So that night he slept with her, and God heard her prayer; she conceived and bore a fifth son to Jacob. Leah then said, "God has given me my reward for having let my husband have my maidservant"; so she named him Issachar.

Leah conceived again and bore a sixth son to Jacob; and she said, "God has brought me a precious gift. This time my husband will offer me presents, now that I have borne him six sons"; so she named him Zebulun.  Finally, she gave birth to a daughter, and she named her Dinah.  Then God remembered Rachel; he heard her prayer and made her fruitful.  She conceived and bore a son, and she said, "God has removed my disgrace." So she named him Joseph, meaning, "May the LORD add another son to this one for me!"

[Genesis 35:16-18] Then they departed from Bethel; but while they still had some distance to go on the way to Ephrath, Rachel began to be in labor and to suffer great distress.  When her pangs were most severe, her midwife said to her, "Have no fear! This time, too, you have a son." With her last breath--for she was at the point of death-she called him Ben-oni; his father, however, named him Benjamin.

 [Genesis 35:22b-26] The sons of Jacob were now twelve.

The sons of Leah: Reuben, Jacob's first-born, Simeon, 
Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun;

the sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin;

the sons of Rachel's maid Bilhah: Dan and Naphtali;

the sons of Leah's maid Zilpah: Gad and Asher. 
These are the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram.
[Genesis 31:48-49] "This mound," said Laban, "shall be a witness from now on between you and me." That is why it was named Galeed--and also Mizpah, for he said: "May the LORD keep watch between you and me when we are out of each other's sight.

[Genesis 32:24-33] After he had taken them across the stream and had brought over all his possessions,  Jacob was left there alone. Then some man wrestled with him until the break of dawn.  When the man saw that he could not prevail over him, he struck Jacob's hip at its socket, so that the hip socket was wrenched as they wrestled. The man then said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob said, "I will not let you go until you bless me."  "What is your name?" the man asked. He answered, "Jacob."  Then the man said, "You shall no longer be spoken of as Jacob, but as Israel, because you have contended with divine and human beings and have prevailed."  Jacob then asked him, "Do tell me your name, please." He answered, "Why should you want to know my name?" With that, he bade him farewell.  Jacob named the place Peniel, "Because I have seen God face to face," he said, "yet my life has been spared."  At sunrise, as he left Penuel, Jacob limped along because of his hip.  That is why, to this day, the Israelites do not eat the sciatic muscle that is on the hip socket, inasmuch as Jacob's hip socket was struck at the sciatic muscle.

[Genesis 33:17] Jacob journeyed to Succoth. There he built a home for himself and made booths for his livestock. That is why the place was called Succoth.
[Genesis 35:19-20] Thus Rachel died; and she was buried on the road to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).  Jacob set up a memorial stone on her grave, and the same monument marks Rachel's grave to this day.

 [Genesis 50:11] When the Canaanites who inhabited the land saw the mourning at Goren-ha-atad, they said, "This is a solemn funeral the Egyptians are having." That is why the place was named Abel-mizraim. It is beyond the Jordan.
[Exodus 13:10-16] Therefore, you shall keep this prescribed rite at its appointed time from year to year.  "When the LORD, your God, has brought you into the land of the Canaanites, which he swore to you and your fathers he would give you, you shall dedicate to the LORD every son that opens the womb; and all the male firstlings of your animals shall belong to the LORD.  Every first-born of an ass you shall redeem with a sheep. If you do not redeem it, you shall break its neck. Every first-born son you must redeem.  If your son should ask you later on, 'What does this mean?' you shall tell him, 'With a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, that place of slavery.  When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed every first-born in the land of Egypt, every first-born of man and of beast. That is why I sacrifice to the LORD everything of the male sex that opens the womb, and why I redeem every first-born of my sons.' Let this, then, be as a sign on your hand and as a pendant on your forehead: with a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt."
[Exodus 20:8-11] "Remember to keep holy the sabbath day.  Six days you may labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD, your God. No work may be done then either by you, or your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or your beast, or by the alien who lives with you. In six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them; but on the seventh day he rested. That is why the LORD has blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.

[Numbers 21:23-30] Sihon, however, would not let Israel pass through his territory, but mustered all his forces and advanced into the desert against Israel. When he reached Jahaz, he engaged Israel in battle.  But Israel defeated him at the point of the sword, and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok and as far as the country of the Ammonites, whose boundary was at Jazer.  Israel seized all the towns here and settled in these towns of the Amorites, in Heshbon and all its dependencies.  Now Heshbon was the capital of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab and had seized all his land from Jazer to the Arnon.  That is why the poets say: "Come to Heshbon, let it be rebuilt, let Sihon's capital be firmly constructed.  For fire went forth from Heshbon and a blaze from the city of Sihon; It consumed the cities of Moab and swallowed up the high places of the Arnon.  Woe to you, O Moab! You are ruined, O people of Chemosh! He let his sons become fugitives and his daughters be taken captive by the Amorite king Sihon.  Their plowland is ruined from Heshbon to Dibon; Ar is laid waste; fires blaze as far as Medeba."

[Deuteronomy 5:12-15] 'Take care to keep holy the sabbath day as the LORD, your God, commanded you.  Six days you may labor and do all your work; but the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD, your God. No work may be done then, whether by you, or your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or ass or any of your beasts, or the alien who lives with you. Your male and female slave should rest as you do.  For remember that you too were once slaves in Egypt, and the LORD, your God, brought you from there with his strong hand and outstretched arm. That is why the LORD, your God, has commanded you to observe the sabbath day.
[Joshua 4:9] Joshua also had twelve stones set up in the bed of the Jordan on the spot where the priests stood who were carrying the ark of the covenant. They are there to this day.

[Joshua 7:19-26] Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give to the LORD, the God of Israel, glory and honor by telling me what you have done; do not hide it from me."  Achan answered Joshua, "I have indeed sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: Among the spoils, I saw a beautiful Babylonian mantle, two hundred shekels of silver, and a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight; in my greed I took them. They are now hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath."  The messengers whom Joshua sent hastened to the tent and found them hidden there, with the silver underneath.  They took them from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites, and spread them out before the LORD.  Then Joshua and all Israel took Achan, son of Zerah, with the silver, the mantle, and the bar of gold, and with his sons and daughters, his ox, his ass and his sheep, his tent, and all his possessions, and led them off to the Valley of Achor.  Joshua said, "The LORD bring upon you today the misery with which you have afflicted us!" And all Israel stoned him to death and piled a great heap of stones over him, which remains to the present day. Then the anger of the LORD relented. That is why the place is called the Valley of Achor to this day.
[Judges 6:24] So Gideon built there an altar to the LORD and called it Yahweh-shalom. To this day it is still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

[I Samuel 19:18-24] Thus David got safely away; he went to Samuel in Ramah, informing him of all that Saul had done to him. Then he and Samuel went to stay in the sheds.  When Saul was told that David was in the sheds near Ramah, he sent messengers to arrest David. But when they saw the band of prophets, presided over by Samuel, in a prophetic frenzy, they too fell into the prophetic state.  Informed of this, Saul sent other messengers, who also fell into the prophetic state. For the third time Saul sent messengers, but they too fell into the prophetic state.  Saul then went to Ramah himself. Arriving at the cistern of the threshing floor on the bare hilltop, he inquired, "Where are Samuel and David?", and was told, "At the sheds near Ramah." As he set out from the hilltop toward the sheds, the spirit of God came upon him also, and he continued on in a prophetic condition until he reached the spot. At the sheds near Ramah he, too, stripped himself of his garments and he, too, remained in the prophetic state in the presence of Samuel; all that day and night he lay naked. That is why they say, "Is Saul also among the prophets?"
[II Samuel 5:3-10] When all the elders of Israel came to David in Hebron, King David made an agreement with them there before the LORD, and they anointed him king of Israel.  David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned for forty years: seven years and six months in Hebron over Judah, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem over all Israel and Judah. Then the king and his men set out for Jerusalem against the Jebusites who inhabited the region. David was told, "You cannot enter here: the blind and the lame will drive you away!" which was their way of saying, "David cannot enter here."  But David did take the stronghold of Zion, which is the City of David. On that day David said: "All who wish to attack the Jebusites must strike at them through the water shaft. The lame and the blind shall be the personal enemies of David." That is why it is said, "The blind and the lame shall not enter the palace." David then dwelt in the stronghold, which was called the City of David; he built up the area from Millo to the palace. David grew steadily more powerful, for the LORD of hosts was with him.
[II Samuel 5:18-20] The Philistines came and overran the valley of Rephaim. David inquired of the LORD, "Shall I attack the Philistines--will you deliver them into my grip?" The LORD replied to David, "Attack, for I will surely deliver the Philistines into your grip."  David then went to Baal-perazim, where he defeated them. He said, "The LORD has scattered my enemies before me like waters that have broken free." That is why the place is called Baal-perazim.

